RUSSIAN ENGINEER

gium and elsewhere instead of dealing with the Soviet
direct. The result was that American coke ovens
to the value of a quarter of a million pounds were
ordered and paid for by the Russian Government.

The business manager of another well-known
British company told me that he did not want to
have anything to do with Russia, and added that
there was no business doing there, anyway. " Isn't
there ?" I replied, and gave him details of a Siberian
scheme. He was immediately interested, and when
he was told that there were very many more of
similar works going forward in Russia he became
extremely enthusiastic. We were invited to look
round one of their factories near London, and here
I was introduced to many of his colleagues whilst
at luncheon in the works offices. Afterwards in the
works manager's office, with an excellent cigar, we
discussed the prospects again. They all seemed very
enthusiastic and our host boomed forth, " Pull off
anything like that for us and we will put you and
your family in an Aladdin's Cave." Anxious as I
was, however, to enter the " Cave," his firm showed
no tangible signs of helping to get me there, and
even when eventually orders were placed showed
no further indication that they had any intention
of transplanting myself and family into the hiding-
place of this legendary treasure.

The attitude of one well-known British engineer
is an interesting example of our business methods,
I received numerous letters from this gentleman
during our stay in U.S.S.R. and he seemed particu-